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MIDDLESBROUGH MILITARY HERITAGE TRAIL

The 27" of June 2009 marks our first Armed
Forces Day.

To show our support for the men and women
who make up the Armed Forces community:

from currently serving troops to service /.‘

families, and from veterans to recruits, we take

this opportunity to launch this trail. ARMED FORCES DAY
27 JUNE

It has been designed to explore the many Honouring Britain's Armed Forces
. . . . Past, Present and Future
people and places in Middlesbrough with air,

navy and/or military links.

Town Hall - Outside

Town Hall - Inside

Albert Park

Dorman Museum — Outside
Dorman Museum — Inside
Middlesbrough Railway Station
Linthorpe Cemetery

Nature’'s World

Church Memorials

TOWN HALL - OUTSIDE

The Town Hall was designed by G. G. Hoskins of Darlington and was opened
in January 1889 by the Prince and Princess of Wales.
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St George and the Dragon, Soldier and Patron
Saint of England along with the Middlesbrough Coat
of Arms are featured above the main entrance to
the concert hall on Albert Road.

It is chiselled from Yorkshire stone and was placed
there on 17" March 1887. [Four additional figures
are located on Corporation Road depicting Art,
Commerce, Literature and Music in relief.]

| William Margetson and Company of Chelsea
designed these.

TOWN HALL - INSIDE

Within the Town Hall, the Erimus Heritage room contains the Books of
Remembrance from World War Two and the conflicts since then.
There is also the Victoria Cross Holders Memorial marking the
award of this highest honour for valour to three Middlesbrough
men.

Honourees were Tom Dresser of the Princess of Wales’s Own
Yorkshire Regiment in 1917 and Jim Smith of the Border Regiment in March
1915. The third honouree was Company Sergeant Major Stan Hollis of the
Green Howards, who was the only man to be awarded a Victoria Cross on the
Normandy beaches on D-Day, 6" June, 1944. He is buried in Acklam
Cemetery in Middlesbrough.

There is also regimental silver and other reminders of our armed forces and
service of the council in the displays as well as the laid up standards of the
British Legion and the South African War Veterans.

The battle honours board from H.M.S. Marlborough and the bell from H.M.S.
Jupiter former adopted ships of the town are also on display.

In the Council Chamber above the Mayor’s canopied seat is a battle worn
Union Flag of the 9" Battalion of the Yorkshire Regiment. This was laid up on
Peace Day Saturday 12™ July 1919 and was placed there to commemorate
the people of Middlesbrough who fought in the 9" Battalion, and also to mark
the courage of The Middlesbrough Volunteer Regiments during the First
World War. Lieut. Col. R. S. Harte presented it to the Mayor on
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the town hall steps as part of the peace celebrations. : e
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The Town Hall has also played host to a lecture by Winston | GHURGHILL

Churchill who spoke in 1902 about his experiences during the  “mue wap
X '/

Boer War. ASISAWIT"

. . . . . Satuday Nov, [0°
Also on display during guided tours of the building are portraits  ==2si ..
of two local councillors who served during WW!1.
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Clir. Albert Edward Forbes 1883-1920

Signed portrait, oil on canvas dated 1921 by Wright
Barker. The portrait was presented in June 1921,
depicting him in uniform. Lieut. Albert Edward Forbes
was born in 1883, the youngest son of Alderman John
Forbes. He was a member of the Middlesbrough Town
Council representing the Linthorpe Ward from 1910 -
1920. He was educated at Middlesbrough High School,
and later, at Guisborough Grammar School. He entered
the legal profession at the early age of 16 and was
successful in becoming fully qualified at the age of
twenty-one.

He practised in Middlesbrough making advocacy his speciality and become a
familiar figure in the local courts where he attained considerable success. He
was a Director of Middlesbrough Football Club where his legal advice and
experience had proved very useful to his colleagues on the board.

He was also a very enthusiastic amateur footballer and a member of the old
boys club and played whenever he could spare the time from his rapidly
expanding business. His office was at 43 Albert Road, Middlesbrough, and he
lived at Bute House, Park Road, Middlesbrough.

He died on 11" November 1920 as a result of illness from wounds caused
during active service in World War One 1914 - 1918, when he served with the
Durham Royal Artillery Garrison.

Cllr George Hutton Bowes Wilson 1877 — 1916

On 12™ July 1921, this portrait of Clir. Captain George
Hutton Bowes Wilson by Frank Kewley was unveiled
in the Council Chamber.

Born in Hutton Rudby and educated at Clifton College

and New College, Oxford, he was the son of T.

Bowes-Wilson of Hutton Rudby (died 1929). In 1902

he qualified as a Solicitor. He was Captain of Hutton

Rudby Cricket Club, who won the Cleveland Cup in

1905 and 1906 and he was also a keen golfer. He was
present at the opening by Mrs Bolckow of the Albert Park Bowling Green on
1% July 1914,

He was also the Hon Secretary of the Cleveland Unionist Association and was
councillor for the Exchange Ward from 1906 —-1916. He lived at Enterpen
Hall, Hutton Rudby and his office was at 28 Albert Road.

He is the only member of the council to have been killed on active service

(during the Battle of Ypres). A brass memorial to him is situated in the South
wall of the South Aisle of All Saints Church, Hutton Rudby.
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ALBERT PARK

The entrance gates to Albert
Park feature panels containing
the names of First World War
Dead from Middlesbrough. It was
erected by public subscription,
and unveiled along with the
nearby cenotaph (See next
section), in November, 1922.

South African War Memorial. 1899 —1901. Designed by
Frank Doyle-Jones of West Hartlepool and unveiled by
Major Rundle.

The panels include representations of Fame and
Patriotism.

There is also a list of names including George
Lockwood Dorman and Sgt. H. T. Gilzean Reid of the
South African Light Horse who was the son of Sir Hugh
Gilzean Reid, founding editor of the Evening Gazette.

The park was opened in 1868 by Prince
Arthur (later Duke of Connaught), and named
after the Queen’s consort Albert, who died
1861. The Prince arrived and was greeted by
a Guard of Honour from the 1st North
Yorkshire Volunteer Artillery. This new
bandstand in Albert Park is modelled on the
designs for the original.



Crimean War Cannon, a Russian Trophy Cannon
from Sebastopol the gift of Fox Maule, 2™ Lord
Panmure (1801 —-1874). In February 1855, Panmure
had become secretary of state for war and as such
had ministerial responsibility for the Crimean
campaign.

A history of the cannon in Middlesbrough along with

information about its design can be found at
http://crimeantexts.russianwar.co.uk/topics/cannon.html

The Albert Park Memorial Garden opened on December 2, 2001 in
‘remembrance of uniformed and civilian personnel who gave their lives for
their country.' Specific groups are highlighted with plaques within the garden.

Winston Churchill called the National Fire Service
personnel of WWII “Heroes with grimy faces.” A living
memorial of flowers is planted in their honour.

The Landing Craft Association panel within the Memorial
Garden describes the role local industry along the River
Tees played in World War |l efforts. Fabricators who
normally produced bridges and other steel structures
turned to making Landing Crafts in support of the war
effort. There are illustrations of the types of crafts they
built.

There is a plaque honouring Royal Navy Personnel and
royal Marines who gave their lives manning landing craft
during World War II.

The Middlesbrough Green Howards are honoured. The
Green Howards were originally formed at Dunster
Castle, Somerset in 1688 and became strongly
associated with Middlesbrough.

Among the most well-known soldiers of this historic
regiment are Company Sergeant Major Stan Hollis, the



only soldier in all of the British and empire armies to win a Victoria Cross (VC)
in the D-Day Landings at Normandy, France in June 1944.

Other well-known Green Howards from Middlesbrough have included the TV
magician Paul Daniels and Middlesbrough Football Club's Wilf Mannion.

All People of War memorial honours all who gave their
lives for the country.

A tree was planted by H.W.F. Bolckow during Peace
Celebrations in 1919 to commemorate the 50"
anniversary of the opening of Albert Park.

The beautiful paths in Albert Park are perfect for enjoying spring flowers and
moments of serious reflection and memory.

DORMAN MUSEUM - OUTSIDE

The cenotaph was unveiled in 1922 (see left) as
a memorial to honour the fallen of World War I. In
recent years, the area surrounding the cenotaph
has been pedestrianised creating a dignified,
worthy, solemn and car free civic space which
serves as a tribute to the fallen of World War 1,
World War Il and the Korean War. The cenotaph
was built by public subscription via an appeal
organised by the Evening Gazette.

The Dorman Museum itself is a war memorial to those who died from the
Yorkshire Regiment in the South African war including George Lockwood
Dorman whose father Arthur donated the museum to the town. Col. Hoole of
the Princess of Wales’s Own Yorkshire Regiment officially opened the
building on 1% July 1904.

The Dorman Museum offers a great range of eight themed display galleries,
full disabled access throughout and additional facilities such as café, on- site
collection stores, resources room and education suite.

You can go on a virtual tour on their website http://www.dormanmuseum.co.uk.
There is also a collection of testimonies of life on the Home Front in
Middlesbrough during WWII at http://www.dormanmuseum.co.uk/stories/index.htm




DORMAN MUSEUM - INSIDE

War Years display in Town in Time — medals, uniforms,
souvenirs, ephemera and biographical panels

The Plaque from the H.M.S. Cleveland is on display,
which was adopted during warship week in July 1942
when the people of the town raised a staggering
£886,471. The ship’s commander exchanged the plaque
with the mayor in March 1943. There is also a
reconstructed Anderson air raid shelter.

An unusual church memorial which has found a new

home are the stained glass windows listing names of
those who died and also those of who served and survived from the central
Methodist church in Southfield Road, Middlesbrough. When the church
building was converted to use as an Islamic Education Centre, the Methodist
church congregation removed the windows and replaced them with plain
glass to donate the windows to the Dorman Museum. Today they form a link
between the sections of “The War Years” and “Something to Believe In” in the
town in Time History of Middlesbrough Exhibition.

Other memorials that have found new homes in the museum are:
Price’s Tailors War Memorial
Patrick Durkin Plague from the former cathedral marking WWI.

Percival Harcourt Bewicke Plague from the former Cathedral dedicated to the
South African War

World War One and Two Plaques from North Ormesby Methodist Church.

War Memorial from National Provincial Bank of England.

MIDDLESBROUGH RAILWAY STATION

Listed Grade Il building designed in 1877 by W.
Peachey architect and W.J. Cudworth engineer for
the North Eastern Railway. It originally included a
two-bay train-shed over the inner concourse and
platforms which were demolished after enemy action
on the 3™ of August 1942. There is a plaque
recording the names of the railway workers and
civilians killed in the air raid.



Currently, there are working artists studios housed in the former British Ralil
Parcel Store and Fish Quay within the Railway Station complex. For more
information see http://www.platformarts.net

LINTHORPE CEMETERY

The Hebrew Prayer House on Ayresome Green Lane has a number of fixtures
from the former synagogue including a number of memorials to soldiers in
WWI.

There is a cross of sacrifice put up by the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission. These crosses are uniform in
cemeteries across the country where a minimum number
of war graves are present. WWI graves feature a
regimental crest.

This cemetery as with all the others in Middlesbrough

(Thorntree, Acklam, St Joseph’s, North Ormesby, Acklam,

Stainton, Marton and Ormesby contain the war grave

stones of war dead from our armed forces who served in
WWI and WWII as well as other conflicts including Northern Ireland and the
Falklands.

NATURE’'S WORLD

At Nature’s World you will find 'Dig for Victory, a

recreation of a wartime victory garden complete with a

bombed-out house. Victory gardens were vegetable, fruit

and herb gardens planted at private residences during

World War | and World War Il. Their aim was to reduce
the pressure on the public food supply brought on by the war effort. In addition
to indirectly aiding the war effort these gardens were also considered a civil
"morale booster" — in that gardeners could feel empowered by their
contribution of labour and rewarded by the produce grown. Making victory
gardens became a part of daily life on the home front.

Nature’'s World in Acklam features 25 acres of educational fun with a model of

the River Tees, trails for families, interactive exhibits as well as play areas.
http://www.naturesworld.org.uk/

CHURCH MEMORIALS

Many churches have placed memorials to mark the contribution made by the
people of the town and villages in the armed forces during many wars.

In St Cuthbert’s Church in Marton, the window dedicated to the men of Marton
who served in both world wars depicts the Patron Saint of England, himself a



soldier St. George. There are also the customary lists of men on brass
plagues listing those who paid the ultimate sacrifice.

In Nunthorpe the Lychgate at the entrance to St Mary’s churchyard has a list
of the fallen of World War Two. The village war memorial takes the form of a
cross with names and is set alongside the main road, opposite the entrance to
Grey Towers.

In All Saints church on Linthorpe Road there is a delightful side altar with
names and a beautiful carved figure of St. George flanked by forces and
British Legion Flags. There is also a book of remembrance, as well as lists of
names in metal outside. An unusual reminder of the Falkland’s conflict of
1982 is a plaque outside dedicated to a Middlesbrough man who died and
was serving on the vessel Atlantic Conveyor which had been requisitioned for
the war.

St. Columba’s has an altar of black and white marble as it's memorial
designed by the Middlesbrough architects Messrs R Lofthouse and Sons Ltd.
In St John’s church on Marton Road are two framed lists of those who served
and St Barnabas church in Linthorpe village has a window dedicated to the
fallen.

Many other churches had war memorials including St. Hilda’'s, St. Peter’s and
St Paul’s; all now sadly long gone. St Peters was actually the first church to
be bombed in World War Two, thus becoming the first ecclesiastical casualty
of that conflict in Britain and others have found a new home at The Dorman
Museum.

Photo credits

Mike Kipling - Town Hall, Dorman Museum Exterior

lan Stubbs - St. George and the Dragon, Portrait of Clir. Albert Edward Forbes, Portrait of Cllr
George Hutton Bowes Wilson, Cross of Sacrifice

lan Stubbs and Yaffa Phillips — Photos of Albert Park

Yaffa Phillips — Railway Station Plaque, Nature’s World

Dorman Museum - Winston Churchill Flyer, Historical Cenotaph Photograph

Richard Harvey - Victoria Cross — 8bit 300dpi Scanned Image of Victoria Cross Medal Ribbon
& Bar. Medal design was UK Crown copyright prior to 1952 and now in the public domain.
Scanned by Richard Harvey.




Preview of related events at Discover Middlesbrough 2009

Town Hall Tour - Take this rare opportunity for a guided tour around Middlesbrough’'s Town
Hall. The tour will include the chance to see the council chamber, civic portraits and civic
silver, as well as the Victorian concert Hall with its rich history of architecture and
performances. Friday 11th September, 10.30am - 12.00pm

Meet at: Town Hall Reception

Middlesbrough Heritage Walk -  Join Middlesbrough Environment City on a guided
history walk of Middlesbrough's heritage sites. You'll get an opportunity to find out more
about the Railway Station, the Old Clock Tower, the Transporter and many more places of
historic interest. Contact: 01642 811300 Sunday 13th September, 10.00am - 12.00pm
Meet at: Central Library

Albert Park Guided Walk - Come along on a guided walk to discover the history, heritage
and restoration of Middlesbrough’s Albert Park. Sunday 13th September, 11.00am - 1.00pm
Meet at: Albert Park Visitor Centre

Behind the Scenes at Teesside Archives -  Join us on a behind the scenes tour of Teesside
Archives and discover some of the many hidden gems in the vast collection of historical
documents. Included in the tour will be a visit to our conservation workshop with work in
progress and time to seek advice on looking after your own books, photograph’s and
documents. Tours must be pre-booked on 01642 248321. There will also be a display on view
throughout September entitled ‘Then and Now’. Thursday 10th September, Friday 11th
September, 10.00am and 2.00pm

Come to: Teesside Archives, Exchange Square

Linthorpe Cemetery Open Day - Join the Friends of Linthorpe Cemetery and Middlesbrough
Council on a varied series of history and wildlife walks. Also take the opportunity to view
photography displays in the Hebrew Prayer House and Friends Exhibition Room.

Friday 11th September, 11.00am - 4.00pm

Come to: Hebrew Prayer House, Ayresome Green Lane

Platform Arts Open Day - Platform Studios are purpose built artists spaces providing
facilities for professional artists in order to enable the realisation of their projects. Our artists
make paintings, sculpture and craft for exhibitions and for larger public spaces. The studios
will be open and artists will be present to answer questions and to talk about their practice if
required. Guided tours around the studios will be carried out and you will be able to see artists
in the process of their work. Thursday 17th September, 2.00pm

Come to: Platform Studios, Middlesbrough Station

The New Squadronaires - Middlesbrough Theatre in association with the United Services
Organisation presents The New Squadronaires - A special concert to mark the 70th
anniversary of the outbreak of World War Il. The most famous of the second World War
service bands was the RAF No 1 Dance Band - later known as the Squadronaires. The New
Squadronaires are presented just as it was in the 1940s.The musicians are young and are
dressed in authentic RAF uniform. The New Squadronaires play the music of Benny
Goodman, Harry James, Artie Shaw, Tommy Dorsey and many other swing bands of the era,
and feature several transcriptions of the music arrangements written especially for the original
orchestra. If you want pure and professional British nostalgia (and tunes you know!) - this is
the band for you! Thursday 3rd September, 7.30pm Tickets £16; Concessions £14
usoproductions.co.uk

Random Harvest
Middlesbrough Theatre presents the Talking Scarlet/Pomegranate Theatre Chesterfield



production of Random Harvest by James Hilton adapted for the stage and directed by Patric
Kearns. From the novel by James Hilton this is a brand-new stage adaptation of one of the
great sentimental romances of all time.

As the First World War ends a soldier wanders out of an asylum. Smithy was found in the
trenches having lost his memory and all contact with the past. Amidst the noise of the
armistice celebrations he meets an actress, they fall in love, marry and have a son.

On a trip alone to Liverpool, Smithy is involved in an accident. His original memory returns;
but he now remembers nothing at all about his new life. It is not until the outbreak of World
War 2 that things start to unravel....

Thursday 10th — Saturday 12" September at 7.30pm, Matinee Friday at 2.30pm

Tickets £12; Concessions £10. Matinee all seats £6

At War With Churchill - Middlesbrough Theatre and Middlesbrough Town Hall in association
with Scamp Theatre present At War With Churchill by Peter Wolf. “History will be kind to me,
for | intend to write it” Hero. Villain. Artist. Drinker. Nobel Laureate. Prime Minster,

Twice. And history’s most unbreakable war leader. This major biographical drama challenges
us to decide what we really feel about the man consistently voted Britain’s greatest Briton.
Underscored by lucid video montage and music by Malcolm Bruce, a vivid gallery of
characters create a timely fresh take on the man behind the myth.

Wednesday 16th September at 7.30pm, IN THE TOWN HALL CRYPT

Tickets £9; Concessions £8; Under 16 £6

Exhibition - The Iron and Steel Industry on Teessid e during World War Il

This exhibition has been developed by the British Steel Archive Project and focuses on the
iron and steel industry in Teesside during World War II. It features material from the British
Steel Collection and other collections held at Teesside Archives. Find out more about

how the iron and steel industry was affected by the war, and the impact the war had on the
lives of iron and steelworkers in the area.

Date: 5th — 21st September, Contact Number: 01642 728467, FREE

Come to: Middlesbrough Central Library

British Steel Archive Project - World War Il Family  Activity Days

These activity days for all the family will include bridge building challenge workshops themed
on World War 2. Workshops lasting one hour will take place at 11am and 2pm and are
suitable for families with children aged 7 upwards. Reserve your place in advance for this
workshop by calling 01642 738467.

There will also be ‘drop-in’ photo recognition and craft activities for all ages available
throughout the day. A selection of material will be also displayed from the British Steel
Collection and Teesside Archives about the iron and steel industry on Teesside during World
War 2. Dates: Saturday 5th September, Middlesbrough Central Library, 11.00 am — 3.00 pm
Saturday 12th September, Dorman Museum, 11.00 am — 3.00 pm

World War Il at Newham Grange Leisure Farm -  Come along to Newham Grange Leisure
Farm and enjoy lots of World War Two activities, crafts for the children, a trail

for the family and lots more. For more information contact Sam Garside on 01642 577325.
20th September, 11.00am — 3.00pm

£2.70 Adult; £1.45 child above 3 years and OAP; £7.10 family ticket (2 adults and 2 children)
Come to: Newham Grange Leisure Farm

Middlesbrough at War - Teesside Archives

To mark the anniversary of the outbreak of World War Two the Learning and Access team at
Teesside Archives will be offering free workshops to schools and community groups looking
at the impact of War on the people of Middlesbrough. Using our extensive collection of
primary source documents we have created a series of exciting, informative and fun filled
workshops, please phone or email for more information and to book a session.



RESOURCES

Friends of Teesside Archives www.friendsteesarchives.ik.com

British Steel Archive www.britishsteelcollection.org.uk

Cleveland & Teesside Local History Society ctlhs.blogspot.com

Middlesbrough British Royal Legion Club 01642 873 224
middlesbrorbl.webs.com

The Green Howards www.greenhowards.org.uk/

Service Personnel & Veterans Agency www.veterans.uk.info

Forces Reunited www.forcesreunited.org.uk

Relatives Remembered www.relativesremembered.com/militaryarmy

At the Reference Library:

Copies of Evening Gazette for the period during both world wars held
on microfilm (photocopies available 50p per A4 copy)

Photographic Collection/albums-some photographs available of the
damage sustained after the bombing of Middlesbrough Railway Station
during WW2 & photographs available of remembrance occasions at the
Albert Park memorial.

Numerous books and local publications available, including: ‘Teesside
At War’ (Malcolm Race) and ‘Wartime Middlesbrough’ (Norman
Moorson)

Access to online databases including ‘Ancestry Library’ which includes
Military and Service Records. (Library membership is required)

Can you help us improve this Military Heritage Trail
Can You of Middlesbrough? Is there something that you feel
He|p? should be added? Please contact Yaffa Phillips in

Middlesbrough Council’s Culture and Tourism Dept.
Tel: 01642 729 139, yaffa_phillips@middlesbrough.gov.uk

The Dorman Museum is interested in your old photos, documents and
artefacts to do with local history. You do not have to donate your treasures.
The museum may be able to photograph or scan your items. In this way, they
would become a part of the permanent collection of the museum for the
benefit of all for years to come.

Please get in touch with lan Stubbs, assistant curator of the museum if you
are the owner of items of historical significance.

Tel: 01642 358 107, ian_stubbs@middlesbrough.gov.uk




